
COPC, 

 

Advancing Strategic Plan Goal 1: Build Resilience to Climate Change 

 

5. Action Items Related to Sea Level Rise Adaptation 

(Strategic Plan Objective 1.1: Protect communities and ecosystems from the impacts of 
sea 

level rise, coastal storms, erosion, and flooding) 

 

• 5a. Action Item: Consideration and Approval of Disbursement of Funds for the 
Senate Bill 1 (SB 1) Sea Level Rise Adaptation Grant Program: Track 1 Planning 
Projects.Megan Williams, Coastal Resilience Program Manager 

 

In my experience at the local level, our city, county and special districts are not bring 
supported by State government entities and funds allocated to them are targeted ( and 
largely wasted) by numerous third parties. 

 

PLEASE ADD A STATE LEVEL GRANT MGR TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS. RURAL 
COUNTIES STRUGGLE WITH STAFF CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY AND CANNOT 
SUCCESSFULLY MEET STATE MANDATES NOR ACHIEVE DESIRED OUTCOMES. STATES 
CAN SEND QUALIFIED STAFF TO MANAGE THE FUNDS AND OVERSEE THE PROGRAM(S). 

 

I strongly urge you to take immediate steps to make this possible. Citizens have lost faith in 
government because huge amounts of money have not resulted in sufficient 
improvements. 

 

• 5b. Action Item: Consideration and Approval of Disbursement of Funds for the SB 1 
Tribal Cultural Resources Funding Program - Ella McDougall, Senior Coastal 
Resilience Program Manager (Specialist) 

 



In my experience at the local level, our city, county and special districts are not bring 
supported by State government entities and funds allocated to them are targeted ( and 
largely wasted) by numerous third parties. 

 

PLEASE ADD A STATE LEVEL GRANT MGR TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS. RURAL 
COUNTIES STRUGGLE WITH STAFF CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY AND CANNOT 
SUCCESSFULLY MEET STATE MANDATES NOR ACHIEVE DESIRED OUTCOMES. STATES 
CAN SEND QUALIFIED STAFF TO MANAGE THE FUNDS AND OVERSEE THE PROGRAM(S). 

 

I strongly urge you to take immediate steps to make this possible. Citizens have lost faith in 
government because huge amounts of money have not resulted in sufficient 
improvements. 

 

Advancing Strategic Plan Goal 3: Safeguard Coastal and Marine Biodiversity 

 

6. Action Item: Consideration and Approval of Disbursement of Funds to Advance 30x30 in 
Coastal Waters 

(Strategic Plan Objective 3.1: Conserve 30% of California’s coastal waters by 2030) 

Michael Esgro, Senior Biodiversity Program Manager (Supervisor) 

Staci Lewis, Ph.D., Senior Biodiversity Program Manager (Specialist) 

 

In my experience at the local level, our city, county and special districts are not bring 
supported by State government entities and funds allocated to them are targeted ( and 
largely wasted) by numerous third parties. 

 

PLEASE ADD A STATE LEVEL GRANT MGR TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS. RURAL 
COUNTIES STRUGGLE WITH STAFF CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY AND CANNOT 
SUCCESSFULLY MEET STATE MANDATES NOR ACHIEVE DESIRED OUTCOMES. STATES 
CAN SEND QUALIFIED STAFF TO MANAGE THE FUNDS AND OVERSEE THE PROGRAM(S). 

 



I strongly urge you to take immediate steps to make this possible. Citizens have lost faith in 
government because huge amounts of money have not resulted in sufficient 
improvements. 

 

• 7. Action Item: Consideration and Approval of Disbursement of Funds to Advance 
Adaptive Mana- gement of the Marine Protected Area Network (Strategic Plan 
Objective 3.2: Strengthen the performance and durability of California’s Marine 
Protected Area Network) Staci Lewis, Ph.D., Senior Biodiversity Program Manager 
(Specialist) Kevin Travis, Ocean Science Trust 

 

In my experience at the local level, our city, county and special districts are not bring 
supported by State government entities and funds allocated to them are targeted ( and 
largely wasted) by numerous third parties. 

 

PLEASE ADD A STATE LEVEL GRANT MGR TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS. RURAL 
COUNTIES STRUGGLE WITH STAFF CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY AND CANNOT 
SUCCESSFULLY MEET STATE MANDATES NOR ACHIEVE DESIRED OUTCOMES. STATES 
CAN SEND QUALIFIED STAFF TO MANAGE THE FUNDS AND OVERSEE THE PROGRAM(S). 

 

I strongly urge you to take immediate steps to make this possible. Citizens have lost faith in 
government because huge amounts of money have not resulted in sufficient 
improvements. 

 

At the local level, in rural and tribal communities Grant Fraud is a massive problem that the 
State must finally address. 

 

 Non-profits, consultants, and many middle men like attorneys, are grossly ripping off the 
tax-payer and in some cases not providing the service they are paid handsomely for. 

 



We must act urgently and make collaboration between local and state governments a 
reality ASAP. The action happens on the ground at the local level, so the State must actually 
show up and work ALONGSIDE local communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Alicia Williams 
Activist and Community Builder 

 


