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•Regulated by State 
Legislature

•Management Scheme: 3 S’s
• Sex – males only
• Size – minimum size 6.25”
• Season – occurs after molting 

period
• 2 management areas at                                 

Sonoma/Mendocino county line

CDFW



Location & Timing of 
the Fishery

• Sept to Oct – domoic testing starts; 

delays ???

• Late-Oct to mid-Dec - quality testing 

period; latest delay until Jan 15

• Oct to July - RAMP risk 

assessments 

Season start: 

Dec 1 

Season start: 

Nov 15



Tiers of 

Max Crab

Trap 

Allocation Number of Permits

Total 

Number of 

Traps

500 58 29,000

450 53 23,850

400 57 22,800

350 54 18,900

300 55 16,500

250 163 40,750

175 112 19,600

Total 552 171,400

DFG Photo

Trap Limit Program caps overall number of traps.
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Fishery Demographics

Vessel Size Percent of Fleet

Small <30ft 18%

Medium 30-50ft 70%

Large >50ft 12%

Home Port Percent of Fleet

Northern Area 41%

Central Area 46%

Out of State 13%

CDFW

CDFW



• Established in 2008 

• Dungeness crab fishery advisory group –
recommendations forwarded to 
Legislature, Commission and CDFW

• Comprised of 17 commercial seats, and 
other industry members

• 2019 - Continues to work on fishery 
management issues with focus on 
domoic, quality, fair start, trap limit 
program, etc.

• Receive informational updates developed 
by Dungeness crab Working Group – also 
provides feedback

CDFW



Identifiable Entanglement Gear 
Dungeness crab is Top Fishery

Source: NOAA’s 2016 West Coast Entanglement Summary Report, 

Feb 2017

Dungeness Crab 
buoy tag



Domoic Acid Delayed Crab Seasons

• “Derby” fishery
oHighest effort at start of season

• Domoic acid delays shifts effort later

• 2015-16 Federally Declared Disaster season  
• Shifted high fishery effort in spring months

• Coincided with presence of whales

Source: K. Forney, NMFS/NOAA’s May 2017
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Humpback Whale Migratory Presence

Gray Whale Migratory Presence

Blue Whale Migratory Presence

WHALES



• Multi-Stakeholder group established in 
2015

• Projects/Experts provide better 
understanding of entanglements

• Piloting and provide input/feedback on 
RAMP

• Formalized in statute in 2019 – Section 
8276.1 FGC

• Director interim authority to address 
entanglement risk 

SE

SE



Best Practices Guide – Reducing
Surface Gear

New 

Regulations!



Working Group 2019 Tasks Ahead

• Continued Gear modification 
testing (Demo Day - Sept. 6)

• Department draft RAMP 
regulations – Nov. 1, 2020

• Drafting Conservation Plan for 
Incidental Take Permit under 
Federal ESA – May 15, 2020

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Whale-Safe-

Fisheries

http://www.opc.ca.gov/whale-entanglement-working-group/

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Whale-Safe-Fisheries
http://www.opc.ca.gov/whale-entanglement-working-group/


Fishing Dynamics –
Electronic Monitoring 



Fishing Dynamics –
Electronic Monitoring 


