
TITLE 14 RULE MAKING: SURFACE GEAR 
LIMITATIONS AND GEAR REMOVAL TIME 

CDFW 2018 Proposed Rulemaking 



Proposed Title 14 Regulations Include: 

• Limiting surface gear to reduce whale entanglements
• Number of trailer buoys and length of line; allowing vessels to

retrieve lost traps in-season with a waiver
• Informed by Best Practices Guide





Limiting Surface Gear – How to Set Limits

Practical 
surface gear 

limits 

Best 
Practices 

Guide  

“Ridiculous” 
surface gear  



At Depths ≤35 
fathoms 

At Depths >35 
fathoms 



Rulemaking Calendar 

• June 8, 2018 Public Notice
• 45-day public comment period until July 23, 2018

• Written comments email to: Christy.Juhasz@wildlife.ca.gov
• Public Hearing will be held:

Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2018  
Time: 9-11:30am  
Location:  

Santa Rosa Rattigan State Building  
Conference Room 410 (Fourth Floor) 

50 D Street, Santa Rosa 

mailto:Christy.Juhasz@wildlife.ca.gov


Add § 132.6 Dungeness Crab Trap Surface 
Gear Limitations and Gear Removal Time 

(a) Pursuant to Sections 8276.5 and 9005 of the Fish and Game Code, every trap or 
string of traps shall be marked with a buoy, known hereafter as the main buoy, and such 
buoy shall be tagged with a Dungeness crab biennial buoy tag. Any additional surface 
buoys attached after the main buoy shall be limited to the following:  
 (1) No more than one trailer buoy for traps deployed at depths equal to or less than 210 
feet (35 fathoms). 
 (2) No more than two trailer buoys for traps deployed at depths greater than 210 feet 
(35 fathoms). 
 (3) One end marker buoy that shall not extend more than three feet in length behind the 
last trailer buoy. 
(b) End marker buoys shall be less than five inches in diameter and are not considered 
trailer buoys. 
(c) The length of the line that is attached between the last trailer buoy and either the 
main buoy or the vertical line attached to the trap shall not exceed: 
 (1) A maximum of 24 feet when the trap is deployed at depths equal to or less than 210 
feet (35 fathoms). 
 (2) A maximum of 36 feet when the trap is deployed at depths greater than 210 feet (35 
fathoms). 
  



Add § 132.6 Dungeness Crab Trap Surface Gear Limitations 
and Gear Removal Time 

(d) It is unlawful to leave any Dungeness crab buoys, lines, or traps in state waters after 
the end of the Dungeness crab fishing season. All Dungeness crab traps shall be 
removed from state waters by 11:59 pm on the last day of the season as set forth in 
sections 8276 and 8277 of the Fish and Game Code. 
  
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 702, 7059, 8276, and 8277 Fish and Game Code. 
Reference: Sections 7056, 7059, 8276, 8277, 9002.5, 9004, 9005, and 9007, Fish and 
Game Code. 
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