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October 22, 2018 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
MANAGEMENT & BUDGET TEAM 

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
825 5th Street, Suite 112, Eureka. CA 95501-1153 

Telephone (707) 445-7266 Fax (707) 445-7299 
cao@co.humboldt.ca.us 

Deborah Halberstadt, Executive Director 
California Ocean Protection Council 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Letter of Support for Humboldt County Off-Shore Wind Feasibility Study 

Dear Deborah Halberstadt, 

I am writing on behalf of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors in support of the Schatz 
Energy Research Center's proposal to the California Ocean Protection Council to study the 
feasibility of off-shore wind electricity generation in Humboldt County. We recognize that this 
project will investigate the potential benefits, costs, and feasibility of an off-shore wind power 
industry in Humboldt County. 

The wind resource off the coast of Humboldt County is among the best in the nation and can play 
an important role in helping California meet its renewable energy targets and greenhouse gas 
emission reduction goals. While California has not yet seen any off-shore wind development, there 
is a growing interest due to the recent development of floating foundations that allow wind 
turbines to be deployed in the deep waters off the California coast. An off-shore wind industry in 
Humboldt County has the potential to create local jobs, support infrastructure development, 
improve the resiliency of the electricity grid, and produce clean, renewable electricity. 

The Schatz Center's proposed study will evaluate several aspects of off-shore wind energy 
development including the technical potential, environmental impacts, required infrastructure 
modifications, policy recommendations, and stakeholder benefits and impacts. The study will 
evaluate the feasibility of three scales of wind development from a pilot-scale proj ect to a large 
development required to export electricity outside of Humboldt County. We expect that the final 
report from this study will be valuable input for us to understand the potential for off-shore wind 
development in Humboldt County. 



We strongly recommend that the Ocean Protection Council support the Schatz Center's proposal. 
This important project will help the county and the state understand the feasibility for developing 
off-shore wind power off the coast of Humboldt County. 

Sincerely, 

b 
Humboldt County Administrative Officer 

cc: Senator Mike McGuire 
Assemblyrnember Jim Wood 
Rural County Representatives of California 
California State Association of Counties 
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Date: October 17, 2018 

To:  Deborah Halberstadt, Executive Director 
 California Ocean Protection Council 
 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
 Sacramento, CA 95814  

Re: Letter of Support for North Coast Offshore Wind Feasibility Analysis 

 

Dear Deborah Halberstadt, 

The Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA) is pleased to support the Schatz 
Energy Research Center’s proposal to the California Ocean Protection Council titled 
“North Coast Offshore Wind Feasibility Analysis.” We recognize that this project will 
investigate the potential benefits, costs, and feasibility of an offshore wind power 
industry in California’s North Coast. RCEA is very interested in this project as we are 
actively pursuing offshore wind development in this region. 

Formed in 2003, RCEA is a local-government joint powers agency of the County of 
Humboldt, the Cities of Eureka, Arcata, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Ferndale, Blue Lake, and 
Trinidad, and the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District. RCEA operates a 
community choice aggregation (CCA) program on behalf of its member jurisdictions, 
as well as implementing a diverse range of energy efficiency and alternative fuels 
programs. 

The purpose of RCEA is to develop and implement sustainable energy initiatives that 
reduce energy demand, increase energy efficiency, and advance the use of clean, 
efficient and renewable resources available in the region for the benefit of the 
Member agencies and their constituents. Recently, RCEA has taken the lead on 
coordinating the extensive planning process required to develop what we hope to be 
California’s first floating offshore wind project. This offshore wind feasibility analysis 
aligns with this overall mission and will help frame our understanding of offshore wind 
on the North Coast. 

The Schatz Center’s proposed study will evaluate several aspects of offshore wind 
energy development including the technical potential, environmental impacts, 
required infrastructure modifications, policy recommendations, and stakeholder 
benefits and impacts. The study will evaluate the feasibility of three scales of wind 
development from a pilot-scale project to a large development that would export 
electricity outside of the North Coast region. We expect that the final report from this 
study will be valuable input for us to understand the potential for future growth of the 
off-shore wind industry in the North Coast. 

This is an important and valuable project for RCEA, our community, and California 
and we urge the Ocean Protection Council to fund Schatz Center’s proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Matthew Marshall 
Executive Director 



 

1125 16th Street, Suite 209  Arcata, CA 95521  Ph:  707.822.4141  F:  707.822.4848 

Date: October 17, 2018 
To:  Deborah Halberstadt, Executive Director 
 California Ocean Protection Council 
 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
From: Sharon Kramer, Ph.D., Principal 

Re: Letter of Support for Humboldt County Off-Shore Wind Feasibility Study 
 
Dear Deborah Halberstadt, 
 
H.T. Harvey & Associates Ecological Consultants supports the Schatz Energy Research Center’s 
(SERC) proposal to the California Ocean Protection Council to study the feasibility of off-shore 
wind development off the coast of Humboldt County, California. H. T. Harvey supports the 
proposed project and will be a partner on this project to analyze the environmental impacts 
associated with off-shore wind development. 
 
Since 1970, the highly-trained ecologists and professionals at H. T. Harvey & Associates have 
delivered exceptional consulting services to public agencies, private entities, and nonprofit 
organizations. The expertise of our staff encompasses a wide range of biological and design 
disciplines required to perform high-quality work on ecological projects. Our senior scientists 
average 25 years of experience in their respective disciplines, many recognized leaders in their 
fields. Collectively, we have published more than 500 peer-reviewed scientific research papers 
on a wide variety of subjects. We apply our expertise in wildlife ecology, restoration ecology, 
plant ecology, fish and aquatic ecology, and landscape architecture in pursuit of our mission to 
create ecologically sound solutions to our client’s complex natural resource challenges. 
 
As a result of our team members’ work as state and federal biologists, as well as on the project 
development side, we understand a variety of perspectives, which helps us navigate even 
complex permitting issues successfully. We’ve completed freshwater, estuarine, and marine 
permitting projects, from the straightforward to those that require unique permitting solutions to 
promote aquatic species survival and recovery. We have worked extensively on permitting 
marine and hydrokinetic projects and associated research along the west coast, including 
preparation of NEPA documents and ESA Section 7 Biological Assessments.   
 
As part of this project, H. T. Harvey & Associates plans to determine the baseline environmental 
characteristics, analyze the likely and potential environmental impacts, and assess the regulatory 
issues associated with federal, state, and local permitting processes. 
 
We strongly recommend that the Ocean Protection Council fund this important project to 
understand the feasibility and environmental impacts of off-shore wind development in northern 
California. 
 
Sincerely, 
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