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California Coastal and Marine Program 

99 Pacific Street, Suite 200G 

Monterey, CA  93940 

(831) 333-2045 

 

 

 

February 23, 2018 

 

Chairman John Laird and Council Members 

California Ocean Protection Council 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612-2530 

 

 

Re:  Support for Restoring Eelgrass in Living Shorelines: Opportunities to Combine Shore 

Protection with Amelioration of Ocean Acidification 

 

 

Dear Chairman Laird and Members of the Council: 

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the above-referenced project proposed for funding 

under the Ocean Protection Council’s second Proposition 1 solicitation. This project, proposed 

by Katharyn Boyer and Karina Nielsen of the Estuary and Ocean Science Center, San Francisco 

State, and Marilyn Latta of the State Coastal Conservancy, will restore eelgrass in two locations 

in San Francisco Bay as an opportunity to increase carbon storage and locally reduce 

acidification of waters that can lead to poor shell formation of oysters and other creatures. This is 

a permitted, shovel-ready project at sites that already (San Rafael site oyster reefs constructed on 

a parcel owned by The Nature Conservancy in 2012) or very soon (Giant Marsh site oyster reefs 

to be constructed in spring/summer 2018) will have reefs built to provide substrate for native 

oysters. Funding is being requested to conduct eelgrass restoration to complete the living 

shorelines at these two sites and to assess the contribution of the restored plants to both carbon 

storage and buffering of the effects of ocean acidification. The Nature Conservancy is 

enthusiastic to test the hypothesis that restoring eelgrass, which is already known to be valuable 

for providing habitat and increasing water clarity, can also be a tool to combat climate change 

through shoreline protection, carbon storage, and water quality improvement that can benefit 

other native species. 

 

The Nature Conservancy owns one of the proposed project locations, a shallow subtidal parcel in 

San Rafael, which has proved in the past to be favorable for restoration of both eelgrass and 

native oysters. During the extremely wet winter and extended low salinity period of last spring, 

many native species were lost in parts of the Central San Francisco Bay, including the eelgrass 

and oysters previously restored and thriving at this site. The Nature Conservancy is very 

supportive of recovering eelgrass and oysters at this site, especially because previous work by 

Dr. Boyer, Ms. Latta, and colleagues showed increased species diversity of invertebrates, fish, 

and birds when both eelgrass and oyster reefs were present. We are willing to extend the lease 



 

held by the Coastal Conservancy so that the restoration can be conducted and assessed over the 

four-year proposed project period. 

 

We are very supportive of this innovative project and grant application. please do not hesitate to 

contact me if you have any questions (snewkirk@tnc.org; (415) 730-7437). 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Newkirk 

Senior Coastal Project Director 

mailto:snewkirk@tnc.org


 

February 21, 2018 
 
Ms. Deborah Halberstadt 
California Ocean Protection Council 
1416 Ninth St, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
Dear Ms. Halberstadt,  
 
I write to express my support for San Francisco State University’s Proposition 1 Grant 
solicitation, “Restoring Eelgrass in Living Shorelines: Opportunities to Combine Shore 
Protection with Amelioration of Ocean Acidification”. This project, proposed by the 
University’s Estuary and Ocean Science Center, in partnership with the State Coastal 
Conservancy, will restore eelgrass in two locations in San Francisco Bay. The project 
will protect the shoreline, increase carbon storage, and reduce acidification of adjacent 
waters.  
 
The North Bay is already suffering from the impacts of sea level rise. Commuter parking 
lots along Highway 101 flood at high tide; last winter, Highway 37 was closed due to 
storms and floods; and some of our most economically vulnerable neighborhoods lie at 
the lowest elevations. We need to start protecting the North Bay now.  
 
This project will result in multiple benefits to the communities I represent including, but 
not limited to, shoreline protection, habitat restoration, fisheries enhancement, carbon 
sequestration, and ocean acidification amelioration.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact my office at (415) 479-4920. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
MARC LEVINE 
 
 









 

July 11, 2018 

 

Ms. Deborah Halberstadt 

California Ocean Protection Council 

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1311 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: San Francisco State University Proposition 1 Grant Application 

 

 

Dear Ms. Halberstadt, 

 

I write to express my support for San Francisco State University’s Proposition 1 Grant application, 

“Restoring Eelgrass in Living Shorelines: Opportunities to Combine Shore Protection with 

Amelioration of Ocean Acidification”. This project, proposed by the University’s Estuary and Ocean 

Science Center, in partnership with the State Coastal Conservancy, will restore eelgrass in two 

locations in San Francisco Bay. The project will protect the shoreline, increase carbon storage, and 

reduce acidification of adjacent waters. 

 

One of project area locations, The Giant Marsh site, described in the grant proposal is within my 

district. I’m very supportive of this project that will help protect the Point Pinole Regional Shoreline 

from the impact of sea-level rise. The shoreline provides important recreational opportunities for my 

constituents and others. This project will result in multiple benefits to communities I represent 

including, but not limited to, shoreline protection, habitat restoration, fisheries enhancement, carbon 

sequestration, and ocean acidification amelioration.  

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Nancy Skinner 

Senator, District 9 
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