
Item 6d - Exhibit 6d3: Letters of Support





 

 

February 22, 2018 
 
John Laird, Secretary for Natural Resources 
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council 
California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Support for Elkhorn Slough Marsh Enhancement and Restoration Project  
 
Dear Secretary Laird: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Elkhorn Slough Foundation and Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine 
Research Reserve’s application for funding to complete the Marsh Enhancement and Restoration Project.  
 
Tidal marshes help maintain healthy coastal ecosystems and are an essential element in longterm carbon sequestration. 
Marshland at the Elkhorn Slough has been diked, drained, and dried for agricultural uses, severely damaging its natural 
ability to adapt to rising ocean levels. Today, the area has sunk between three and five feet below the level of healthy 
tidal marsh due to human interference. The reduction in soil level has drowned critical native plant species and 
rendered the land vulnerable to further erosion.  
 
The Marsh Enhancement and Restoration Project presents a unique opportunity to improve the resilience of a high 
value native habitat and benefit federally listed and managed species. Work is currently underway to restore 61 acres of 
the 91-acre parcel. Funding will allow for the completion of the remaining 30 acres, reestablishing historic ecologically 
rich tidal marsh conditions, raising the marsh plain, and recreating the native vegetated buffer between agricultural 
fields and the wetland. Benefits also include increased coastal resilience, decreased greenhouse gases, expansion of 
nursery habitat for sea otters, and improvement of water quality through nutrient absorption. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this very worthy proposal. I look forward to the positive benefits that will follow. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (831) 649-2832.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Stone 
Assemblymember 
29th Assembly District 
 
CC: Deborah Halberstadt, California Ocean Protection Council, California Natural Resources Agency 







The following letters of support were submitted when applicant 
started the first 61-acres of marsh restoration under construction 

now, adjacent to the site included in the proposal. 
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