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February 22, 2018

Deborah Halberstadt

Executive Director

California Ocean Protection Council

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311

Sacramento, CA 95814 \

Déocoln

Dear Ms, rstadt:

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Office for Coastal Management
supports the proposal by the Elkhorn Slough Foundation to restore tidal marsh and connected uplands
in Elkhorn Slough. As the federal partner to the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve
(NERR) under the Coastal Zone Management Act, NOAA supports the work Elkhorn Slough NERR and the
Foundation are doing in this important area and is funding staff to support monitoring and design for
the restoration of tidal marsh and connected uplands in Elkhorn Slough, which began in 2017.

Elkhorn Slough has the largest tract of tidal salt marsh in California south of San Francisco Bay. The
estuary provides habitat for hundreds of species of plants and animals and is a destination for many
visitors to the area. Many of the values of the estuary, however, are being compromised by ongoing
erosion and marsh loss. Fifty percent of the tidal salt marsh in Elkhorn Slough has been lost in the past
70 years, as a result of diking and draining, increased tidal flooding that "drowns" the vegetation, and
bank erosion that causes the marsh to collapse into the channel.

The proposed project aims to implement the next phase of restoration, an additional 30 acres, of
severely impaired areas of Elkhorn Slough to their historic, ecologically rich tidal marsh conditions, and
to create an additional five-acre native perennial vegetated buffer between agricultural fields and the
wetland. The Elkhorn Slough Foundation and the Elkhorn Slough NERR are uniquely positioned to
implement their proposal, drawing on an established network of expert decision makers and the
experience derived from the adjacent 61-acre wetland restoration. This project represents a good
opportunity to improve the resilience of a high value native habitat with actions that will benefit
federally listed and managed species that call Elkhorn Slough home.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my and NOAA Office for Coastal Management’s support for
this important project.

Sincerely

Rebecca A. Smyth
West Coast Director
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February 22, 2018

John Laird, Secretary for Natural Resources
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council
California Resources Agency

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Elkhorn Slough Marsh Enhancement and Restoration Project
Dear Secretary Laird:

I 'am writing to express my strong support for the Elkhorn Slough Foundation and Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine
Research Reserve’s application for funding to complete the Marsh Enhancement and Restoration Project.

Tidal marshes help maintain healthy coastal ecosystems and are an essential element in longterm carbon sequestration.
Marshland at the Elkhorn Slough has been diked, drained, and dried for agricultural uses, severely damaging its natural
ability to adapt to rising ocean levels. Today, the area has sunk between three and five feet below the level of healthy
tidal marsh due to human interference. The reduction in soil level has drowned critical native plant species and
rendered the land vulnerable to further erosion.

The Marsh Enhancement and Restoration Project presents a unique opportunity to improve the resilience of a high
value native habitat and benefit federally listed and managed species. Work is currently underway to restore 61 acres of
the 91-acre parcel. Funding will allow for the completion of the remaining 30 acres, reestablishing historic ecologically
rich tidal marsh conditions, raising the marsh plain, and recreating the native vegetated buffer between agricultural
fields and the wetland. Benefits also include increased coastal resilience, decreased greenhouse gases, expansion of
nursery habitat for sea otters, and improvement of water quality through nutrient absorption.

Thank you for your consideration of this very worthy proposal. I look forward to the positive benefits that will follow.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (831) 649-2832.

Sincerely,
Al S

Mark Stone
Assemblymember
29™ Assembly District

CC: Deborah Halberstadt, California Ocean Protection Council, California Natural Resources Agency
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February 20, 2018

Ocean Protection Council Ocean Protection Council,
National Coastal Wetlands Conservation -USFW,
NOAA Coastal Resiliency Grant Committee

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife and Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research
Reserve would like to express support for the proposal by the Elkhorn Slough Foundation for
restoration of tidal marsh and connected uplands in Elkhorn Slough. This project aligns closely
with our mission to manage California’s diverse fish, wildlife, and plant resources, and the
habitats upon which they depend, for their ecological values and for their use and enjoyment by
the public.

Elkhorn Slough has the largest tract of tidal salt marsh in California south of San Francisco Bay.
Species diversity of the Elkhorn Slough area is unmatched in the State of California. The
estuary provides habitat for hundreds of species of plants and animals and is a destination for
many human visitors as well. The Reserve has become a true asset to the community, providing
education and professional development opportunities, an ongoing research program and a
place to walk and enjoy the variety of habitats found at the Elkhorn Slough.

Many of the values of the estuary are being compromised by ongoing erosion and continued
marsh loss. Fifty percent of the tidal salt marsh in Elkhorn Slough has been lost in the past 70
years. Scientists are predicting that the dramatic rates of tidal wetland loss and degradation in
Elkhorn Slough will continue in the near future if no management actions are taken.

This project builds on the tidal marsh restoration efforts started in 2017 with the addition of
sediment to the marsh plain, bringing these areas to an elevation that will sustain salt marsh.
The proposed project aims to implement the next phase of restoration. An additional 30 acres,
of severely impaired salt marsh will be restored to their historic, ecologically rich conditions, and
an additional five-acre native perennial upland will be restored.

The Elkhorn Slough Foundation and the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve
are uniquely positioned to implement their proposal, drawing on an established network of
expert decision makers and the experience derived from the adjacent 61-acre wetland
restoration. This project represents a good opportunity to improve the resilience of a high value
native habitat with actions that will benefit federally listed and managed species that call Elkhorn
Slough home.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support.

Sincerely,
: R
<
>@-'v\~¥ 3
David Feliz

Elkhorn Slough Reserve Manager

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870
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John Laird, Secretary for Natural Resources
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council
California Resources Agency

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311

Sacramento, CA 95814

February 20, 2018
Dear Secretary Laird:

The Elkhorn Slough Foundation is pleased to submit this proposal for the
Elkhorn Slough Reserve’s Tidal Wetland Program for restoration of tidal marsh
and connected uplands in Elkhorn Slough.

The Elkhorn Slough Foundation has partnered with the Elkhorn Slough
National Estuarine Research Reserve and the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife for thirty-six years. This restoration is one of the most environmentally
significant projects we’ve collaborated on and will help transform Slough
wetlands.

This proposed work will build on the successful initiative begun over a decade
ago that has tackled the protection, restoration and enhancement of this
extraordinary place.

The Tidal Wetlands Program will expand the area of restoration of key marshes
along the slough shore by 50%. This work will rebuild lost marshes adjoining an
area that has become the most important pupping and nursery area for Sea otters
in the entire slough.

The proposed project aims to implement the next phase of restoration, an
additional 30 acres, of severely impaired areas of Elkhorn Slough to their historic,
ecologically rich tidal marsh conditions, and to create an additional five-acre
native perennial vegetated buffer between agricultural fields and the wetland.
The Elkhorn Slough Foundation and the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine
Research Reserve are uniquely positioned to implement this proposal, drawing
on an established network of expert decision makers and the experience derived
from the adjacent 61-acre wetland restoration. This project represents a rare
opportunity to improve the resilience of a high value native habitat with actions
that will benefit federally listed and managed species that call Elkhorn Slough
home.

Singerely,

Mark Silberstein

Cc: Deborah Halberstadt, California Ocean Protection Council



The following letters of support were submitted when applicant
started the first 61-acres of marsh restoration under construction
now, adjacent to the site included in the proposal.
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