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February 16, 2018 
 
John Laird, Secretary for Natural Resources 
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council 
California Resources Agency 
Proposition 1 Grant 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Ocean Protection Council,  
 
The City of Morro Bay is pleased to offer support for the California Marine Sanctuary Foundation’s 
Ocean Protection Council Prop 1 proposal to plan and implement green infrastructure at Morro Bay 
State Park’s Baywood Parking Lot and Marina area. 
 
This project will provide multiple long-term benefits to the Morro Bay coastal and estuarine 
ecosystems, fisheries and wildlife, in addition to ancillary benefits to the local economy.  Like many 
coastal water bodies, water quality in Morro Bay, home to state marine protected areas and a federal 
national estuary, is threatened by increasing urbanization and development.  Water quality here 

can be a reflection of upland-sourced pollutants generated locally, including nutrients, fertilizers, 

and chemicals from the Morro Bay Golf Course nearby, sedimentation and petroleum 

hydrocarbons from storm water runoff of the urbanized area.  The proposed infrastructure project 
will directly reduce pollution into Morro Bay by decreasing delivery of solid waste and non-point 
source pollution including sediment, oil, contaminants and other waterfront pollutants from upland 
sources.   
 
The City of Morro Bay Harbor Department has worked with the CMSF on previous projects, 
including most recently a marine protected area (MPA) informational signage project to inform 
Morro Bay boaters and fishermen of the local MPA locations and regulations in a simple and 
informative manner.  
 
We hope that you will support this initiative to help Morro Bay continue its efforts to protect coastal 
water quality with green infrastructure.  We believe this project will satisfy another opportunity to 
achieve water quality improvement in Morro Bay, and we look forward to assisting the California 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation in this project. 
 
Faithfully, 

 
 
 
 

Eric Endersby 
Harbor Director 







 

 

February 18th, 2017 

 

 

Dear Ocean Protection Council,  

 

A Kayak Shack is pleased to offer support for the California Marine Sanctuary Foundation’s 

Ocean Protection Council Prop 1 proposal to plan and implement green infrastructure at Morro 

Bay State Park’ Baywood Parking Lot and Marina area, cleaning up Morro Bay for the benefit of 

the local economy, fisheries and marine wildlife.  

 

This project will provide multiple long-term benefits to the coastal and estuarine Morro Bay 

ecosystems. Currently, water quality in Morro Bay, home to state marine protected areas and a 

federal national estuary, has been degraded by increasing urbanization and development. Water 

quality here is a reflection of pollutants generated locally, including nutrients, fertilizers, and 

chemicals from the Morro Bay Golf Course, sediments and petroleum hydrocarbons from storm 

water runoff of the urbanized area, and fish waste and toxic metals (e.g. boat maintenance) from 

the marina. During storm events, Morro Bay’s water quality frequently falls below standards, 

resulting in exposure warnings and algal blooms. The proposed infrastructure project will 

directly reduce pollution into Morro Bay by decreasing delivery of solid waste and non-point 

source pollution including sediment, oil, contaminants and other waterfront pollutants.   

 

For decades A Kayak Shack has rented out kayaks in the back for visitors and locals to immerse 

themselves in this breathing estuary. Over the years we have seen the environment alterations 

firsthand—increased algae blooms, escalating turbidity levels, bioaccumulation, etc. Our 

company is committed to a greener infrastructure that will keep our natural world persevered for 

generations to come. We continue our with alliance with the California Marine Sanctuary 

Foundation and in support of Ocean Protection Council Prop 1.  

 

We hope that you will support this initiative, which will help Morro Bay become a model of 

green infrastructure in our efforts to protect coastal water quality. A Kayak Shack believes the 

project will satisfy crucial needs for water quality improvement at the site of a long-standing 

water quality issue in Morro Bay.  We are eager to assist the California Marine Sanctuary 

Foundation in this endeavor and look forward to further collaboration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Zachary A. Raposo 

Manager, A Kayak Shack 
akayakshack@gmail.com 

203-383-9999 

www.morrobaykayakrental.com 

 







 
 

 

 

February 23, 2018 
 
Dear Ocean Protection Council:  
 
Ocean Conservancy is pleased to offer support for the California Marine Sanctuary Foundation’s 
Ocean Protection Council Prop 1 proposal to plan and implement green infrastructure at Morro 
Bay State Park’s Baywood Parking Lot and Marina area.  
 
This project will provide multiple, long-term benefits to the coastal and estuarine Morro Bay 
ecosystems. Currently, water quality in Morro Bay (home to state marine protected areas and a 
federal national estuary) is degraded from increasing urbanization and development. Water 
quality here is a reflection of pollutants generated locally, including nutrients, fertilizers, and 
chemicals from the Morro Bay Golf Course, sediments and petroleum hydrocarbons from storm 
water runoff of the urbanized area, and fish waste and toxic metals from the marina. Morro 
Bay’s water quality frequently falls below established standards and the proposed 
infrastructure project would dramatically reduce pollution into Morro Bay by decreasing 
delivery of this solid waste and non-point source pollution.  
 
Over the past several years the CMSF has become a trusted and respected partner with the 
State of California on priority ocean conservation issues. I have full confidence in their ability to 
manage this large-scale project, coordinate and facilitate the work among the ocean recreation 
community and deliver the desired outcomes in a timely and effective manner.    
 
Ocean Conservancy hopes that the OPC will support this initiative, which will help Morro Bay 
become a model of green infrastructure in our ongoing efforts to protect coastal water quality 
across the state of California.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
George H. Leonard, PhD 
Chief Scientist 
831-440-7958 
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Ocean Protection Council

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

June 26, 2018

BRUCE GIBSON
SUPERVISOR DISTRICT TWO

Dear Ocean Protection Council,

I write in support of the California Marine Sanctuary Foundation's Ocean Protection Council Prop 1
proposal to plan and implement green infrastructure at Morro Bay State Park's Baywood Parking Lot
and Marina area.

This project will provide multiple long-term benefits to the coastal and estuarine Morro Bay
ecosystems. Currently, water quality in Morro Bay, home to state Marine Protected Areas and a
federal national estuary, has been degraded by increasing urbanization and development. Water
quality here is a reflection of pollutants generated locally, including nutrients, fertilizers, sediments
and petroleum hydrocarbons from storm water runoffofthe urbanized area. During storm events,
Morro Bay's water quality frequently falls below standards, resulting in exposure warnings and algal
blooms. The proposed infrastructure project will directly reduce pollution into Morro Bay by
decreasing delivery of solid waste and non-point source pollution including sediment, oil,
contaminants and other waterfront pollutants.

As county supervisor for this area, I have served as a member of the Morro Bay National Estuary
Program's Executive Committee for more than a decade. The Estuary Program has a long history of
implementing sound projects throughout the Morro Bay watershed to improve water quality and
that are built on strong partnerships. The County has partnered on a number of these projects,
including habitat restoration, water quality monitoring, and outreach activities.

I urge your support of this initiative, which will help Morro Bay become a model of green
infrastructure in our efforts to protect coastal water quality. I believe the project will satisfy crucial
needs for water quality improvement at the site of a long-standing water quality issue in Morro Bay.
San Luis Obispo County is eager to assist the Morro Bay National Estuary Program in this endeavor
and look forward to further collaboration.

Sincerely,

Bruce Gibson

District 2 Supervisor
San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors
b ibson co. slo. ca.us

[80S] 781-4338







 
 

1961 Main Street, Number 199 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

gena@seaottersavvy.org 
8054599444 

www.seaottersavvy.org 

7/3/2018 

Dear Ocean Protection Council,  

Sea Otter Savvy is pleased to offer support for the Morro Bay National Estuary Program’s Ocean Protection Council 

Prop 1 proposal to plan and implement green infrastructure at Morro Bay State Park’ Baywood Parking Lot and 

Marina area, cleaning up Morro Bay for the benefit of the local economy, fisheries and marine wildlife.    

This project will provide multiple long-term benefits to the coastal and estuarine Morro Bay ecosystems. Currently, 

water quality in Morro Bay, home to state marine protected areas and a federal national estuary, has been 

degraded by increasing urbanization and development. Water quality here is a reflection of pollutants generated 

locally, including nutrients, fertilizers, and chemicals from the Morro Bay Golf Course, sediments and petroleum 

hydrocarbons from storm water runoff of the urbanized area, and fish waste and toxic metals (e.g. boat 

maintenance) from the marina. During storm events, Morro Bay’s water quality frequently falls below standards, 

resulting in exposure warnings and algal blooms—a hazard to both humans and marine wildlife like the Southern 

Sea Otters residing in the bay. The proposed infrastructure project will directly reduce pollution into Morro Bay by 

decreasing delivery of solid waste and non-point source pollution including sediment, oil, contaminants and other 

waterfront pollutants.   

Sea Otter Savvy is a multi-agency research and outreach program dedicated to reducing human impacts to sea 

otters. We are supported by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, CA Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium, and Friends of the Sea Otter. We work extensively with the public and community members in 

Morro Bay to spread a message about respecting wildlife and solutions for reducing human impact. We partner 

regularly with CA State Parks, Seabird Protection Network, the SLO MPA Collaborative, and the Morro Bay National 

Estuary Program on strategies to protect sea otters and other marine wildlife.  

We hope that you will support this initiative, which will help Morro Bay become a model of green infrastructure in 

our efforts to protect coastal water quality. Sea Otter Savvy believes the project will satisfy crucial needs for water 

quality improvement at the site of a long-standing water quality issue in Morro Bay.  We are eager to assist the 

many partner including Morro Bay National Estuary Program, San Luis Obispo CoastKeepers, California Marine 

Sanctuary Foundation, California State Parks and Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District Coast in this 

endeavor and look forward to further collaboration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gena 

Gena Bentall 

Program Coordinator, Sea Otter Savvy 

mailto:gena@seaottersavvy.org
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Ocean	Protection	Council	
1416	Ninth	Street,	Suite	1311	
	Sacramento,	CA	95814	
	
June	28,	2018	

Dear	Ocean	Protection	Council,		

Morro	Coast	Audubon	Society	is	pleased	to	offer	support	for	the	California	Marine	
Sanctuary	Foundation’s	Ocean	Protection	Council	Prop	1	proposal	to	plan	and	implement	
green	infrastructure	at	Morro	Bay	State	Park’	Baywood	Parking	Lot	and	Marina	area,	
cleaning	up	Morro	Bay	for	the	benefit	of	the	local	economy,	fisheries	and	marine	wildlife.				

This	project	will	provide	multiple	long-term	benefits	to	the	coastal	and	estuarine	Morro	Bay	
ecosystems.	Currently,	water	quality	in	Morro	Bay,	home	to	state	marine	protected	areas	
and	a	federal	national	estuary,	has	been	degraded	by	increasing	urbanization	and	
development.	Water	quality	here	is	a	reflection	of	pollutants	generated	locally,	including	
nutrients,	fertilizers,	sediments	and	petroleum	hydrocarbons	from	storm	water	runoff	of	
the	urbanized	area.	During	storm	events,	Morro	Bay’s	water	quality	frequently	falls	below	
standards,	resulting	in	exposure	warnings	and	algal	blooms.	The	proposed	infrastructure	
project	will	directly	reduce	pollution	into	Morro	Bay	by	decreasing	delivery	of	solid	waste	
and	non-point	source	pollution	including	sediment,	oil,	contaminants	and	other	waterfront	
pollutants.			

Morro	Coast	Audubon	Society	has	partnered	with	the	Morro	Bay	National	Estuary	Program	
for	a	number	of	years,	on	project	such	as	outreach	and	education,	eelgrass	transplanting,	
and	habitat	restoration.	The	Estuary	Program	has	been	a	supportive	partner	of	beneficial	
projects	throughout	the	watershed.	

We	hope	that	you	will	support	this	initiative,	which	will	help	Morro	Bay	become	a	model	of	
green	infrastructure	in	our	efforts	to	protect	coastal	water	quality.	Morro	Coast	Audubon	
Society	believes	the	project	will	satisfy	crucial	needs	for	water	quality	improvement	at	the	
site	of	a	long-standing	water	quality	issue	in	Morro	Bay.		We	are	eager	to	assist	the	Morro	
Bay	National	Estuary	Program	in	this	endeavor	and	look	forward	to	further	collaboration.	

Sincerely,	

	

David	Tyra	
President,	Morro	Coast	Audubon	Society	
805-286-7502	
dave@morrocoastaudubon.org	
www.morrocoastaudubon.org	



 

 
07/05/2018 
 
 
Dear Ocean Protection Council,  
 
Yak Tityu Tityu yak Tiłhini - Northern Chumash of SLO is pleased to offer support for the Morro 
Bay National Estuary Program’s Ocean Protection Council Prop 1 proposal to plan and implement 
green infrastructure at Morro Bay State Park’ Baywood Parking Lot and Marina area, cleaning up 
Morro Bay for the benefit of the local economy, fisheries and marine wildlife.    
 
This project will provide multiple long-term benefits to the coastal and estuarine Morro Bay 
ecosystems. Currently, water quality in Morro Bay, home to state marine protected areas and a 
federal national estuary, has been degraded by increasing urbanization and development. Water 

quality here is a reflection of pollutants generated locally, including nutrients, fertilizers, and 

chemicals from the Morro Bay Golf Course, sediments and petroleum hydrocarbons from storm 

water runoff of the urbanized area, and fish waste and toxic metals (e.g. boat maintenance) from 

the marina. During storm events, Morro Bay’s water quality frequently falls below standards, 
resulting in exposure warnings and algal blooms. The proposed infrastructure project will directly 
reduce pollution into Morro Bay by decreasing delivery of solid waste and non-point source 
pollution including sediment, oil, contaminants and other waterfront pollutants.   
 
We hope that you will support this initiative, which will help Morro Bay become a model of green 
infrastructure in our efforts to protect coastal water quality. Yak Tityu Tityu yak Tiłhini Northern 
Chumash of SLO believes the project will satisfy crucial needs for water quality improvement at the 
site of a long-standing water quality issue in Morro Bay.  We are eager to assist the many partner 
including Morro Bay National Estuary Program, San Luis Obispo CoastKeepers, California Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation, California State Parks and Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District 
Coast in this endeavor and look forward to further collaboration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Haylee Bautista 
 
 
Ocean Advocate, Yak Tityu Tityu yak tiłhini Northern Chumash of SLO 
Hayleejade3@yahoo.com 
323.775.6982 
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