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Dear Ocean Protection Council Chairman Laird and Council Members:

The California Marine Sanctuary Foundation appreciates the opportunity to comment on a few of
the agenda items associated with your September 227 meeting, and are grateful for the leadership
you are providing in these areas.

Proposition 1 fundmg ut'fers an excet!ent opportunity to augment and cump!ement existing efforts
to protect our coastal watersheds and marine protected areas. Ocean Protection Council's key
issue areas for Prop 1 funding are critically important, and the process for creating the Grant
Guidelines was thorough. The California Marine Sanctuary Foundation and the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary have a long history of successful water quality protection projects that
directly address the Coastal and Ocean Water Quality Impacts and Marine Debris areas of your
plan. Our partnerships with the agriculture community, cities and municipalities, and other
nonprofit organizations position us well to build upon prior work. We look forward to sharing
more through your Grant Application process.

The California Marine Sanctuary Foundation has been working the past 8 years on marine
protected areas education and outreach, with extensive input from communications and outreach
professionals, and in close consultation with state agencies. Many of the actions identified in the
leadership work plan should be approached as refinements on the previous initiatives, and built
upon, rather than reinventing similar products. Resources already exist and we are ready to offer
the many services, products and lessons learned over the course of marine protected areas
implementation in all four regions of the state.

Attached are several examples of the outcomes that have been attained as efforts have shifted
from interpretive centers and non-governmental partners to ocean recreation businesses and
harbors and marinas in recent years. Using the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
approved templates with standardized formatting and messaging, there exist:



* Thirteen interpretive brochures for marine protected areas along the north central and
central coast (see Point Arena to Saunders Reef);

* Fifteen harbor brochures (on waterproof, tear proof paper) from Crescent City to San Diego
and these are regularly distributed by partner businesses and local citizen groups;

« Arepository of marine protected areas outreach materials is available on the
www.CaliforniaMPAs.org website, where training materials, presentations, teaching
curriculum and a library of videos and films are available for download.

Most recently, efforts have focused on leveraging the relationships with the 49 harbors, marinas
and boat launches across the state. This has been both encouraging and gratifying as bait and
tackle shops are now displaying marine protected area exhibits and posters; distributing
brochures; signs are being duplicated and displayed in multiple locations on waterfront areas;
marine protected area web pages have been created for pilot harbors along the coast including
Crescent City, Santa Cruz, Morro Bay and Newport Harbors; articles have been published in
statewide Department of Boating and Waterways publications, local fishing “rags” and are being
shared on harbor web pages with links to regulatory information.

The California Marine Sanctuary Foundation looks forward to being engaged to build upon this
exciting work to offer our many outcome-oriented services including partner engagement, project
management, graphic design, etc. We stand ready and willing to work on tasks identified in the
work plan, many of which we are already engaged in, and hope for the opportunity to have more
conversations about those soon.

One of the most rewarding and significant outcomes has been the active engagement of new
partners. City managers, lifeguards, enforcement wardens, state and county parks, harbormasters
and marina operators, non-governmental organizations such as Natural Resources Defense
Council, Wildcoast, Heal the Bay, tribal communities, and the Department of Fish and Wildlife all
contributed to the success of more than doubling the number of interpretive and regulatory signs
for marine protected areas. Today more than 400 marine protected area signs are installed in
prominent locations across the state, yet requests and demand for additional interpretive and
harbor signage exists. We recommend the state focus on key harbors, marinas, boat launches and
waterfront areas along the coast to fill the gap and help educate the ocean recreation users of
California with needed signage. Feedback from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
field personnel and public polling indicate that the signage we've been producing with Ocean
Protection Council and California Department of Fish and Wildlife involvement aids in compliance
and, when needed, enforcement. A conservative estimate of 150 additional signs is needed at
priority locations based on our surveys and established relationships and outreach across the
state.
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We are hopeful that the next phase of OPC/CDFW MPA signage funding will be able to build upon
the momentum generated in the most recent grant (OPC #€1001000.)

Sincerely,

Dr. Rikki Dunsmore

California Marine Protected Areas Program Director

Attachments: A. Brochure Examples

B. Website Repository

C. Harbor Outreach Efforts
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Attachment A

Marine Protected Areas
Education and Outreach Examples

Marine protected areas harbor Interpretive marine protected areas
fishing brochures have now been brochures were created for many
developed for every major harbor. locations and the template is easily

adaptable.
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Attachment B

Website Repository (www.CaliforniaMPAs.org)

The www.CaliforniaMPAs.org website serves as a crucial resource where
education and outreach materials from ourselves and partners throughout the
state are compiled, many of which are easily downloadable and adaptable
to other locations. Examples of available resources include marine
protected areas success stories, videos and films, docent interpretive handbooks,
signs, brochures, fact sheets, individual webpages for every MPA, research articles,
posters, exhibits, and much more.

Basic Scientific Function of a Marine Protected Area Visit Your Local MPAs Presentation & Training Support Materials
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Attachment C

Harbor Outreach

Article published in the Dept. of Boating
and Waterways Changing Tide publication.

Marine Protected Areas
Boatmg Flyer

California’s
Marine Protected Areas
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Three panel exhibit used at boater outreach events ===~ ~
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and integration into existing harbor kiosks.




