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An example of marine planning areas, from the Massachusetts Ocean Management Plan, 
released in draft form earlier this summer and expected to be finalized by the end of this 

year. The Plan is intended to provide “comprehensive science-based planning… to assure 
long-term protection and sustainable use of ocean resources.” The Plan designates 

separate management areas for environmental protection and human uses, with 13% of 
Massachusetts waters set aside as conservation areas, 2% for renewable energy 

development, and the remaining area for mixed human uses.   


