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RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Consideration of the San Francisco Bay Eelgrass and Native 
Oyster Restoration Projects, and possible: 1) determination that they are high priority projects, 
and 2) authorization for the Council’s Secretary to take actions needed to provide for their 
planning and development. 
 
OCEAN or COASTAL LOCATION:  Various locations throughout San Francisco Bay. 
 
AGENCY OR ENTITY RECOMMENDING PROJECT:  State Coastal Conservancy. 
  
 

EXHIBITS 

 Exhibit 1:  Letters of Support 

  
 

RESOLUTION: 
“The Ocean Protection Council finds pursuant to Sections 35600 et seq. of the Public Resources 
Code that the San Francisco Bay Eelgrass and Native Oyster Restoration Projects, as herein 
described, are of high priority for ocean conservation and authorizes the Secretary to take actions 
necessary for project planning and development, including the allocation of up to $350,000 of 
ocean protection funds reserved by the Coastal Conservancy for use in these Projects.” 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Eelgrass and native oysters are foundational species that provide habitat for a diverse assemblage 
of native species, including economically-significant fisheries such as Pacific herring.  Eelgrass 
and native oysters also improve water quality.  These valuable resources have, however, suffered 
degradation in San Francisco Bay due largely to the impacts of development. 
 
Both the Pew and the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy reports identify restoration of coastal 
habitat as integral to ocean and coastal management.  Consistent with these recommendations, 
the proposed Projects consist of planning and development of separate pilot eelgrass and pilot 
native oyster restoration projects in San Francisco Bay.  Eelgrass restoration project tasks will 
include identifying suitable restoration site locations, and designing and testing appropriate 
restoration methodologies and techniques via pilot projects.  Results will be used to determine 
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which restoration techniques and methods are most successful in San Francisco Bay.  Native 
oyster restoration project tasks will include surveying oyster distribution, collecting data on 
diseases and predators, and developing a baywide restoration plan.  Project work will be carried 
out by the Coastal Conservancy in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and San Francisco State University (SFSU), and in collaboration with 
the numerous organizations already involved in habitat restoration in the Bay. 
 
Staff recommends that the Ocean Protection Council find that the San Francisco Bay Eelgrass 
and Native Oyster Restoration Projects are of high priority and authorize the Secretary to the 
Council to take actions necessary to provide up to $350,000 for project planning and 
development.  
 
PROJECT FINANCING 

 Possible Funding Sources:  
  Coastal Conservancy $350,000 
  NOAA (cash match) $400,000 

 Total Project Cost $750,000 
 

On May 18, 2005, the State Coastal Conservancy reserved up to $5,000,000 of its available 
funds to be expended in concert with the Council for programs and projects that the Council 
finds to be of high priority, and that are also consistent with the Coastal Conservancy’s project 
criteria, priorities, and funding sources.  The Conservancy is prepared to encumber up to 
$350,000 of these reserved funds for purposes of the Projects under interagency agreements and 
contracts with environmental services professionals and others, including SFSU, if the Council 
finds these Projects to be of high priority.  In addition, NOAA has provided over $400,000 
toward eelgrass and native oyster pilot restoration projects in San Francisco Bay, and will 
provide significant in-kind contributions of staff and equipment. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH CALIFORNIA’S OCEAN ACTION STRATEGY:  The proposed 
projects are consistent with Action Item No. 13 in that it addresses water quality and restoration 
of threatened and degraded habitats in San Francisco Bay, consistent with Sections A and C in 
Appendix I. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH OCEAN PROTECTION COUNCIL’S INTERIM PROJECT 
SELECTION CRITERIA & GUIDELINES: 
 
Mandatory Criteria 

1. Furthers the following statutory purposes and policies of the Ocean Protection Act: 
• Improves management, conservation, and protection of coastal waters and ocean 

ecosystems:  The proposed projects will develop and improve techniques to restore 
eelgrass and develop a comprehensive plan to restore native oysters in San Francisco 
Bay, thereby improving management, conservation and protection of these resources. 

• Encourages those activities and uses that are consistent with sustainable, long-term 
protection and conservation of ocean and coastal resources:  The proposed projects 
will develop and improve techniques to restore eelgrass and develop a comprehensive 
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plan to restore native oysters in San Francisco Bay, thus directly contributing to long-
term sustainability, protection, and conservation of these resources. 

• Promotes aesthetic, educational and recreational uses of the coast and ocean:  The 
proposed projects will develop and improve techniques to restore eelgrass and develop a 
comprehensive plan to restore native oysters in San Francisco Bay, thus helping to ensure 
the long-term presence of these resources in San Francisco Bay for aesthetic, educational 
and recreational pursuits. 

• Improves monitoring, data gathering, and advances in scientific understanding of 
the ocean and coastal environment:  The proposed projects will develop and improve 
techniques to restore eelgrass and develop a comprehensive plan to restore native oysters 
in San Francisco Bay, thus gathering data about and advancing the collective 
understanding of these resources and their restoration. 

• Improves the health of fish and fosters sustainable fisheries in ocean and coastal 
waters:  Eelgrass and native oysters are foundational species that provide habitat for a 
diverse assemblage of native species, including economically-significant fisheries such as 
Pacific herring.  The proposed projects will develop and improve techniques to restore 
eelgrass and develop a comprehensive plan to restore native oysters in San Francisco 
Bay, thus improving the resources upon which many species of fish rely. 

• Helps to integrate and coordinate the state’s laws and institutions responsible for 
protecting and conserving ocean and coastal resources:  The proposed projects will be 
carried out by the Coastal Conservancy in partnership with NOAA and SFSU, and in 
collaboration with the numerous organizations already involved in habitat restoration in 
the Bay, including the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission, 
the California Department of Fish and Game, the Romberg Tiburon Center, the Bodega 
Marine Laboratory, the University of California at Davis, Save the Bay, Audubon Center, 
the Marine Science Institute, and the Marin Rod and Gun Club. 

• Helps to coordinate the collection and sharing of scientific data:  As stated above, the 
proposed projects will be conducted in collaboration with the numerous organizations 
involved in habitat restoration in the Bay, thus helping to coordinate the collection and 
sharing of scientific data related to eelgrass and native oyster restoration. 

2. Consistent with the purposes of the funding source: See Project Financing Section above.  

3. Has demonstrable support from the public: The proposed projects are supported by state 
legislators, research institutions, non-governmental organizations, and federal and state 
government agencies.  Letters of support are attached as Exhibit 1. 

4. Relates directly to the ocean, coast, associated estuaries, and coastal-draining 
watersheds: The proposed projects will take place entirely within San Francisco Bay. 

5. Has greater-than-local interest:  San Francisco Bay is a major California estuary whose 
ecological health and productivity is of regional, state, and national interest.  For example, 
San Francisco Bay is part of the National Estuarine Research Reserve system. 

 
Additional Criteria 
1. The project has an element of urgency (there is an immediate threat to a coastal/ ocean 

resource from development or natural or economic conditions, a pressing need, or a 
fleeting opportunity):  San Francisco Bay is heavily impacted by introduced exotic species.  
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The proposed projects to enhance the populations of eelgrass and native oysters will help 
support the survival of other native species that depend on them. 

2. The project involves innovation (e.g. environmental or economic demonstration):  One 
of the goals of the proposed projects is to evaluate the effectiveness of new restoration 
techniques for eelgrass and native oysters. 

3. The project is ready to implement (grantee or contractor will start and finish the 
project in a timely manner):  The proposed projects are ready to be implemented in the 
summer and fall of 2005. 

4. The project involves a combination of local, state, or federal agencies or is a 
public/private partnership:  Numerous organizations have enthusiastically been involved in 
the development of eelgrass and native oyster restoration projects in San Francisco Bay, 
including NOAA, the California State Coastal Conservancy, the San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission, the California Department of Fish and Game, 
SFSU, the Romberg Tiburon Center, the Bodega Marine Laboratory, the University of 
California at Davis, Save the Bay, Audubon Center, the Marine Science Institute, and the 
Marin Rod and Gun Club. 
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