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Once-Through Cooling 

CREDIT: GOPI SHAH 

Closed-Cycle Wet Cooling 



Adopted Policy Directives 

2020 

• SWRCB’s OTC Policy directs the 
fees to support “mitigation 
projects directed toward 
increases in marine life 
associated with the State’s 
Marine Protected Areas in the 
geographic region of the 
facility.” 

 
 
• “….each year 5.4 million dollars 

($5,400,000) of the Funds shall be 
provided to the OPC for mitigation 
of impacts to the State Marine 
Protected Areas” 
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MPA Nexus with OTC Impacts 

Dr. Jenn Caselle, UC Santa Barbara, Partnership for Interdisciplinary Studies of Coastal Oceans 



MPA Nexus with OTC Impacts 



Power Plant 
Interim 

Mitigation  
Annual Fee 

Payment 

$5.4 Million to 
OPC 

Balance to 
Coastal 

Conservancy 

1. Research mitigation provided by MPA Network/ 
Restoration Projects 

2. Improve compliance  
3. Improve Enforcement 

Wetland Restoration 

Annual Process for Fee Allocation 



Finalize Approach 
  

Convene Expert 
Science Panel Create Guidelines 

Public Comment 
 & Council 

Consideration 
July 2018 

 

Next Steps   
OTC Interim Mitigation Program 



Summary of OTC Program 

• Ensuring MPAs have the greatest chance to accrue 
their maximum range of ecological benefits 

 
• Funding restoration projects that are scientifically 

proven to increase marine wildlife 
  
• Identifying opportunities within agencies to 

improve enforcement and compliance that are 
publically vetted  
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