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What is a conceptual model?

A type of diagram that shows the relationships between different factors or
objects in a system.
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In our case, a conceptual model is a diagram that shows the relationships
between factors that determine how to monitor receiving waters for trash in a
way that is accurate, effective, and economical.



Conceptual Model Example
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Model Credit: Steven Wolosoff, CDM Smith. 2016. Bottom Up and

Top Down Control for Lake Elsinor Eutrophication. CASQA
Conference.



What are conceptual models used for?

To develop a shared understanding of a system and how it works
To clarify what is known and not known about the system
To prioritize where more research is needed to understand a system
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Questions/Comments?



